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Dr. MILLIGAN said that probably most members preferred the caloric test, but at Copenhagen, where he recently was, the first assistant had a most ingenious rotatory chair, which could be stopped absolutely suddenly, and he noticed that at the clinique more attention was paid to the rotatory than to the caloric test.
Demonstration of Hays' Pharyngoscope.
THE pharyngoscope invented by Harold Hays, of New York, consists of a vertical and a horizontal shaft which join at right angles at the outer third. The inner portion of the horizontal shaft consists of a Hays' pharyngoscope. central circular tube with an electric-light carrier upon either side, the three components being incorporated in a flat piece of metal. From the inner end project two water-tight electric lamps which give an intense illumination, and which become sufficiently warm to prevent moisture condensing upon the lens, but not so overheated as to burn the surrounding mucosa. In the central tube is inserted the telescope made upon the principle of the Otis cystoscope. Attached to the eye-piece of the instrument is a small metal ball which indicates the position of the lens at any given moment. The vertical portion of the instrument is attached to the horizontal by a screw joint, and contains the wires for connexion with a rheostat. An arrangement is provided for cutting off the current, so that the lamps need not be kept burning until the instrument is in the mouth and in position. The instrument is placed in the imouth like a tongue depressor, and in such a manner that the inner end of the telescope is --1-in. from the posterior pharyngeal wall. When once in position the patient is requested to close his mouth and to breathe through his nasal passages. When the lens points upwards, as indicated by the position of the ball upon the eye-piece, a view of the pharyngeal vault is obtained. When rotated to the side, as indicated again by the position of the ball, the mouth of the Eustachian tube and lateral pharyngeal wall come into view. Although the instrument is useful mainly for diagnostic purposes, it can also be employed to control local applications to the mucosa of the nasopharynx when made through the nose.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. H. J. DAVIS said he had used the instrument for several months, and there were a few practical points which he had discovered. It was useful for demonstrations and for those who could not see the larynx and post-nasal space without it. It should be inserted into the mouth before turning on the light, and then the lips closed firmly. The simplest plan was to find the larynx first; then, if the telescope was rotated upwards through half a circle, the postnasal space came into view. Sometimes the uvula, when elongated, rested on the lens, and nothing could be seen; he had noticed that if the patient's lips were then kept apart, instead of closed, the post-nasal space at once came into view. The chief objection to the instrument was the expense, and the lamps soon burnt out.
Dr. MILLIGAN replied that he could not say he had found the instrument much better than the ordinary post-nasal mirror, but it was of advantage in the examination of the larynx and post-nasal space in patients who were very ill and could not bear manipulation in the ordinary way. It was true that it was rather expensive; the instrument, as it stood, cost 6 guineas and the lamps 4s. 6d. each.
